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   Race Report: GNCC final, Loretta Lynn’s, TN 

   Rider: Paul Whibley 

   Team: AmPro Yamaha 

   Bike: Yamaha YZ450 F 

   Result: 1st 

We did it!!! It has been a tough season with many great races and it came down to the last 

round. We came into the final event trailing Kailub Russell by one point after leading the whole 

season. I knew the last one was going to be a big day. The Loretta Lyn’s track has been good to 

me in the past winning there last year but it has not been one of my favourites with its hard 

base and rocky soil. This year the trail was dry but an effort had been made to utilize some 

fresh woods. 

The race start went to plan taking the hole shot for the 12
th

 time this year, Snowshoe doesn’t 

have one.  Something to be stoked with right there, taking every start in the GNCC season. I led 

the way and was riding a little tight but knew I was where I needed to be. I loosened up and 

settled in for a battle. I expected Kailub to soon put the heat on and make a run for the front. I 

was getting pit boards over the first few laps and my lead was slowly growing and the gap to 

Kailub was out to about 30 seconds. A conservative pit strategy had us fuelling twice. On the 

first stop Japanese rider Takashi Koikeda who was riding great and on a one stop pit strategy 

took the lead briefly while I was taking on gas. I soon retook the lead and continued to set the 

pace up front. Jordan Ashburn was also having a strong race and was swapping positions with 

Takashi for most of the race. 

The second pit stop went smoothly and I had enough of a lead to come in and out without 

losing a spot. I kept the heat on and stretched the lead to 2 minutes by the end to take the 

Championship. Big thanks to the AmPro Yamaha team, Randy, Ryan, Gary, Donnie, Bonez. All 

the great sponsors and supporters, we could not have done it without their generous help. 

Thanks to all the fans and family for the cheering and support. Finally a Huge Thank you to 

Katherine, without her this would not have all been possible. 

1
st
: Paul Whibley 

2
nd

: Kailub Russell 

3
rd

: Jordan Ashburn                                                   pic thanks to Ryan Brehob. 

 

Paul Whibley is supported by: 

AmPro Yamaha, Monster Energy, Shoei, Sidi, Smith, 

G2,Asterisk, Moto SR, Vortex Ignitions, EC3D, Bush 

Riders MCC, Darbis, GHQ, Sargent Motorcycles, 

Yamaha NZ, Rosscos  Start up Services, Works 

Connection, Pro Taper, Race Pace Services, Unabiker, 

Leatt Brace,  Tire Balls, bikesportnz.com, Stuk, 

KettleClamp, Alliance Offroad 

The AmPro Yamaha Team is supported by: 

FMF Kenda Yamalube Asterisk CV4 Cycle Gear E-Batt 

EBC Brakes Factory Connection Fastway  GYTR IMS  

Leatt Brace Motion Pro MSR Pro-Clean Rekluse  Shoei 

Slavens TM Designworks Cycra Twin Air Wiseco ZipTy 

Racing AllBalls Racing Pro Taper Stuk 

 


